THE LURGURENA
Trafﬁc continued to increase at the Newcastle/Stockton crossing and the queues
of vehicles waiting to take the punt often built up to remarkable lengths. When the
austerity measures of wartime such as petrol rationing were lifted and the trafﬁc
increased even more, the DMR was able to buy another ferry to do the crossing in
conjunction with the Kooroongaba. The new vessel was the Lurgurena. It had been
built in 1925 at the Saltney Shipyards in Chester, UK, by J. Crichton and Co Ltd
and was used initially on the vehicular ferry service between Hobart and Bellerive
on the Derwent River in Tasmania. When a pontoon bridge across the Derwent at
this crossing point was opened to trafﬁc in 1944, the Lurgurena became available
for purchase, and the DMR snapped her up. I wasn’t able to ﬁnd out how much she
cost.
She was a double-ended, single screw-propelled vessel of 576 gross, steel hulled,
187 feet long and 35ft 6in beam with a draught of 13ft 1in. She was powered by a
94hp triple expansion steam engine built by Plenty and Sons at the Eagle Works,
Newbury, UK, and the boilers were made by Rucy Brothers of Stockton-on-Tees, UK.
The engines developed 1150 indicated horse power at 180lb steam pressure. These
speciﬁcations are taken from the Newsletter of the Stockton Historical Society for
July 1997.
However, as with some of the other car ferries, there are discrepancies in the “nuts
and bolts” data published for the Lurgurena. An article in Main Roads of September
1972 gives the draught as 11ft 6in. A 1930 article in Main Roads (Vol XII No4) gives
these stats as 199ft long, 38ft 3 ½ inches beam, and a moulded depth of 14 ft. She
was 552 gross register, (Main Roads of Sept 72 gives 576) and 248 nett register. The
RTA’s construction drawings for the Lurgurena quote her length as 187’ 0” B.p, her
breadth as 35’ 6” MLD, and her depth as 14’ 0” MLD.
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SS Lurgurena’s Harbour Certiﬁcation of carrying capacity
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Some of these conﬂicting speciﬁcations are considerably divergent, but it is
reasonable to conclude that once again they probably came about through
confusing the overall length with the length between perpendiculars, the extreme
breadth (or beam) with the breadth moulded, and the draught with the depth
moulded.
The Lurgurena needed some repairs before she undertook the sea trip from Hobart
to Newcastle, and provision had to be made to protect the vessel from possible big
waves, similar to the way she was set up when she made the original voyage out
to Hobart from England. A contract was let to Mr G Newell of Sydney to deliver the
punt to Newcastle from Hobart and it duly arrived on Xmas Eve 1945.
Before going into service she was given a thorough overhaul and a reﬁt, included
the ﬁtting of lifeboats and provision of better visibility from the wheelhouse.
Furthermore, because it had (approx 1ft) deeper draught than the Kooroongaba,
dredging had to be carried out on the Stockton side to enable it to enter the docks
there. After a trial run in October, the Lurgurena commenced service on December
6 1946. The Kooroongaba and the Lurgurena worked the crossing together until
1952, when an even larger steam powered punt, the Koondooloo, took over from the
‘Gaba. (See next chapter).
I haven’t been able to ﬁnd out why she was called the Lurgurena.
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The Lurgurena in Newcastle Harbour after she had been reﬁtted and the visibility from the
wheelhouse improved. Lifeboats and lifebuoys were still to be added
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A full load on the
Lurgurena one day
during 1970

(Below)
The Lurgurena arrives at
Stockton dock, 1970
G. Andrews Pics
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